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Why digital learning?



Memory and learning

Source: Hermann Ebbinghaus, “Memory: A Contribution to Experimental Psychology”, 1885



“adding technology without altering 
[how we teach] is not a solution.”  

Diana Oblinger & Brian Hawkins 
“The Myth about No Significant Difference” EDUCAUSE 2006  



and when we do, this is what happens …



Question: Quizzes measure learning?
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So, what do quizzes measure?



Meeting the needs of the modern learner



Meeting the needs of the modern learner



People are choosing to learn in their own 
time, on the move, and on their own devices.

Source: https://blog.elucidat.com/modern-learner-profile-infographic/

The bottom line is - 

Meeting the needs of the modern learner



“But, our staff don’t have access to technology”

• 87% of adults in the UK own or have ready access to a 
Smartphone

• 68% of adults in the UK own or have ready access to a 
tablet computer

• 78% of adults in the UK own or have ready access to a 
laptop

Source: http://www.deloitte.co.uk/mobileuk/



Source: http://www.deloitte.co.uk/mobileuk/

Smartphone (by age group)

Technology uptake (2017)
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Internet access (2018)

Source: Office for National Statistics: Internet access – households and individuals: 2018

Households with internet access, 1998 to 2018, Great Britain
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Source: Office for National Statistics: Internet access – households and individuals: 2018

Internet connection by household composition in Great Britain
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Daily internet use by adults, 2006 to 2018, Great Britain
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Daily internet use by adults, 2006 to 2018, Great Britain (by device)
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Excerpt from interview with David Price: https://youtu.be/SR3krr82XEE 

The move to open approaches to learning

https://youtu.be/SR3krr82XEE


How does this translate to our sector?

• ‘Closed’ and ‘centralised’ vs ‘open’ and 
‘dispersed’

• Engaging informal learners as well as 
formal learners

• Measuring impact of learning: SCORM vs 
Open Badges + xAPI



SSSC digital learning strategy 

Digital Learning Team



@SSSCLearnTech

Keith Quinn 
Learning and Development Manager (Digital Learning)

•    The Learning Zone:  http://learn.sssc.uk.com  

•    SSSC Open Badges: https://badges.sssc.uk.com 
•    Digital Capabilities:  http://23digital.sssc.uk.com 




